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Having a pet like Archie is a wonderful adventure. He is fun, sweet 
and playful—and regularly misunderstood.

This clever and engaging story is told in playful rhyme—each line 
beginning with the next letter of the alphabet. In between those 
pages, we see Archie behind-the-scenes, making a friend (out of a kit), 

creating art, crying, eating popcorn and playing music—all the things you don’t expect a dragon to do!

The illustrations include lots of opportunity to play ‘find a word beginning with?’ and other alphabet-
related games, supporting the learning while adding to the funny narrative and increasing interest for 
young readers.

Well-timed for young fans of How To Train Your Dragon (live-action movie releasing June 2025), this is an 
entertaining read-aloud story with amazing illustrations by illustrator Tamlyn Teow.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR - KARYN SAVAGE

Karyn is a primary school teacher who specialises in music. She has had several poems published in The 
School Magazine and is an active member of the Hunter CBCA Committee, a regular volunteer for the 
Newcastle Writers Festival and can often be found around the kid-lit scene at conferences and other 
events. My Pet Archie (Riveted Press, 2025) is Karyn’s debut book. She lives in Newcastle with her family.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR - TAMLYN TEOW

Tamlyn migrated to Australia from Singapore at 13 and went on to study a double degree in Commerce 
and Economics. In 2013, she left a corporate job in institutional banking to pursue her passion in learning 
how stories are told through art. Along with other dedicated artists, Tamlyn strives to be a part of a team 
that focuses on important values and morals; work that gives hope in challenging times, spark curiosity 
and bring individuals together by opening their eyes to truth and meaning.

In 2017, she completed a Masters in Production Design at Victorian College of the Arts. Since then, 
Tamlyn has worked in the art department for various films and TV productions in Sydney. Other notable 
works include co-designing and art-finishing the David Jones Christmas Windows for MacGyver Models 
as well as freelance commissions for illustration and sculpture.
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THEMES & DISCUSSION

THEMES
•	 Acceptance
•	 Friendship
•	 Kindness
•	 Inclusion
•	 Diversity

LITERARY DEVICES AND TEXT FEATURES
•	 Rhyme
•	 Focus on the alphabet and alphabetical ordering
•	 Alliteration
•	 Features predominantly high-frequency vocabulary, Tier 1 words, and some Tier 2 words.

VISUAL LITERACY
•	 Visual alphabetical decoding skills
•	 Expression and emotion to convey feelings
•	 Enhances text and extends the story
•	 Promotes deeper comprehension
•	 Supports inferencing skills

EARLY STAGE 1 (KINDERGARTEN)
NSW English Curriculum  Outcomes

•	 ENE-OLC-01: Communicates effectively by using interpersonal conventions and language with familiar 
peers and adults.

•	 ENE-VOCAB-01: Understands and effectively uses Tier 1 words and Tier 2 words in familiar contexts.
•	 ENE-UARL-01: Understands and responds to literature read to them.

NSW PDHPE Curriculum Outcomes

•	 PHE-RRS-01: Identifies how respectful relationships and safety contribute to wellbeing.
•	 PHE-IHW-01: Identifies factors that contribute to identity, health, and wellbeing.
•	 PHE-SMI-01:Identifies and demonstrates self-management and interpersonal skills.
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STAGE 1 (YEARS 1-2)
NSW English Curriculum  Outcomes

•	 EN1-OLC-01: Communicates effectively by using interpersonal conventions and language to extend 
ideas for social and learning interactions. 

•	 EN1-VOCAB-01: Understands and effectively uses Tier 1 words, taught Tier 2 words, and Tier 3 
vocabulary to extend and elaborate ideas. 

•	 EN1-UARL-01: Understands and responds to literature by creating texts using similar structures, 
intentional language choices and features appropriate to audience and purpose. 

NSW PDHPE Curriculum Outcomes

•	 PH1-IHW-01: Describes factors that contribute to identity, health and wellbeing.
•	 PH1-IHW-01: Describes and demonstrates self-management and interpersonal skills in a range 

of contexts.

NSW Education Standards Authority. (2022). English K–10 syllabus. NESA. [PDF available online]

NSW Education Standards Authority. (2018). Personal development, health and physical education K–10 
syllabus. NESA. [PDF available online]

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES

BEFORE READING

•	 Invite a class discussion before reading My Pet Archie. What have you read about dragons? What 
do you know about dragons?

•	 Looking at the blurb and front cover, who do you think Archie is? What do you think Archie is like? 
How does the cover make you feel about the story?

•	 Read the story through the first time with a focus on story and rhyme, minimising expanded 
discussion of visual literacy and visual clues.

•	 Discuss with students how Archie’s emotions changed through the story. What words or pictures 
showed this? Why do you think Archie felt this way?

•	 Read the story again, this time pausing to consider added meaning in the illustrations.

•	 Discuss Archie’s character. What can we learn about Archie from the text and illustrations? Does 
he get worried or afraid? What makes him happy? What is he good at? What are some of his likes 
or dislikes?

•	 Discuss the other characters in the story? How do they relate or react to Archie?

•	 Think. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt like you didn’t belong? Or perhaps you 
didn’t know anybody? How did you feel in that moment? How did others respond to you?

•	 Reflect. How could you show kindness to someone else who looks sad or alone?
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DURING & AFTER READING

•	    • Read the text slowly, pausing to find the alphabetical parallels hidden in the illustrations.

•	 Alphabet hunt. Use the endpapers to find things that start with the letter…

•	 Read the text predictively. Predict what the next word over the page will start with, or predict and 
recall the word.

•	 Role-play. In pairs or small groups, students create a simple scenario where one person is 
excluded. Eg, from a soccer game, has no toy car to join in the game, wishes to dance but doesn’t 
know the group steps etc. The group must show how they could help this person to feel included 
by showing kindness and inclusion.

•	 Discuss ways that we might unknowingly exclude people. Eg, this might include having an ‘in joke’ 
that others don’t understand. Differences in language, accent, or understanding cultural references. 
A group of friends may have the latest toy, gadget, or device, and someone else may not. How can 
we respond to these situations?
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OTHER ACTIVITIES

ACT OF KINDNESS

Write a letter to a classmate. Let them know the things you think are great about them.

•	 What are they good at? How do they show kindness? What do you appreciate about them?

•	 Draw a picture of you and a friend. Draw something that you enjoy doing together.

To My Dearest Friend

�������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������

From ������������������������������������  

Dear �������������������������������������

FR
O

N
T

 / 
O

U
T

SI
D

E
B

A
C

K
 / 

IN
T

SI
D

E

FOLD



Riveted Press | www.rivetedpress.com.au | Teachers’ notes written by Karyn Savage� 6

MATCHING GAME

A set of 48 cards that kids can colour and cut out to make their very own memory matching game.

Print x2 sets of the playing cards for each child or each group. The cards will be easier to colour in 
before they are cut out. There is one blank card in the set for kids to design their own.

Once they are ready, mix up the cards and arrange them in a grid face down. Turn over two cards at a 
time. If they match then they can stay facing up, if not then turn them back over.

The game is over when all the pairs are matched.

To simplify the game, use less cards per round or a longer time limit.

To add difficulty use more or all of the cards in the set or a shorter time limit. You can even print 
multiple sets and colour the two pairs differently. (e.g. a blue pair and a red pair of any given card.)
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ALPHABET BINGO

An alphabet themed bingo game to play as a class or in small groups.

There are 4 cards, print enough bingo cards for all the children playing. Each player will also need 6 
counters. You can also use paper dots.

Use the answer key below to call out the letters or use a random number generator online to choose 
the letters for you.

Keep in mind, the letters Q and X do not appear on any of the cards.

P N
A R
Y F

E H
L M
C T

B P
W J
U D

O S
K Z
G V

Q and X are NOT used.
CARD 1

CARD 3

CARD 2

CARD 4
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Sometimes Archie feels…
Write a word in the box that describes how Archie is feeling.

Draw Archie feeling happy. Draw something that Archie likes.
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